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MONTANA
FARMERS UNION

COOpERATION· EDUCATION· L£CISLATTON

5-25-11

federal Communications Commission

C/o Marlene Dortch~Secretary

445 12mStreet, SW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Chairman Julius Genachowski

Commissioner Meridith Attwell Baker

Commissioner Mignon Clyburn

Commissioner Michael Copps

Commissloneer Robert McDowell

To Whom It May Concern:

Montana, Farmers Union wishes to register our comments on WT Proceeding Docket No. 11-65, "In the
Matter of Applications of AT&T Inc. and Deutsche Telecom AG for Consent to Assign or Trilnsfer Control
of Licenses and Authoritatlons."

We support the merger of these two telecommunlc<ltions companies and off our endorsement. We ur8~

the Commission to approve this transaction unconditionally,

Our reasons for support are centered on the ellpedited deplo\lment of mobile broadband networks,
especially in rural areas. The combined resources of AT&T and I-Mobile, along With afl addition;]l $8
billion investment in Infrastructure, will make mobile broadband access Zlvaitolble to almost the entire
country's population.

ThIs is a highly desirable outcome and hilS been a goal est<lblished by President Obama under the
National Broadband Plan. Mont3n3 Farmers Union seeks to protect the West's greatest assets: the
quality of our natural resources, the character and vIability of family· based agriculture, and the abtlJty of
cititens to shape the public pollcles that affect our land, our water, and our live5. This aim is furthered
by making mobile broadband access available to western communities that are currently underserved.

Our farms, ranches, small businesses, schools, civic organizations and every household stands to benefit
from the upgrade to high~speed, wireless Internet. It will lessen the impact of distance, offer new
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innovation and present many different opportunities to enhance our lives. Unquestionably tl1e
advantages for the rural West far outweigh any drawbacks. Please bear these factors in mind as vou
make a historic decision.

Thank you for your service to our country.

Sincerely}
(

Jl~~~
Alan Merrill, President
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